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Togo Hosts Liberia-Nigeria-Sierra Leone Summit 


Eyadema Talks With Doe, Momoh 
AB1609212488 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema has met 
separately with the Liberian president, Dr Samuel Kan- 
yon Doe and his Sierra Leonean counterpart, President 
Joseph Momoh. According to the LIBERIAN NEWS 
AGENCY, the meetings were held behind closed doors 
yesterday. Meanwhile, President [Ibrahim Babangida of 
Nigeria was expected to arrive today for the meeting 
along with three African leaders. President, at the head 
of a nine-man special delegation, left Liberia recently for 
a 2-day official visit to Togo. 


President Babangida Arrives 
AB1609130488 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Excerpt] At the invitation of General Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema, founding chairman of the RPT and president of 
the republic, General Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida, 
commander-in-chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, 
arrived in Lome this morning during a heavy rainfall to 
take part in a working meeting with his counterparts 
from Sierra Leone and Liberia. [passage omitted] 


Communique Issued on Summit 
AB1609212788 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Communique issued at the end of the meeting of the 
presidents of Togo, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and Liberia 
held in Lome on 16 September 1988 at the Maison du 
Parti; read by Togolese Foreign and Cooperation Minis- 
ter Yaovi Adodo}] 


[Text] His Excellency General [brahim Gbadamasi 
Babangida, president and commander in chief of the 
Armed Forces of Nigeria, 


His Excellency General Samuel Kanyon Doe, president 
of the Republic of Liberia, 


His Exeellency Major General Dr Joseph Saidu Momoh, 
pres:dent of the Re; iblic of Sierra Leone, 


His Excellency General Gnassingbe Eyadema, founding 
chairman of the Togolese People’s Rally and president of 
the republic: 


Faithful to the ideals of peace, stability, and good neigh- 
borliness that characterize their states and their peoples, 
and determined to create the necessary conditions for 
the betterment of their peoples through the economic 
and social development of the subregion, these four met 
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in Lome on 15 and 16 September, 1988 to effect an 
overview of questions of common interest, and in par- 
ticular, the recent events that occurred between Liberia 
and Sierra Leone. 


The four heads of state on this occasion underlined the 
overriding need to maintain, develop, and strengthen the 
friendly and brotherly relations between their respective 
peoples and to consult with each other on all situations 
likely to hinder the efforts that they are making toward this 
goal. In this regard, they reaffirmed the relevance and 
lasting quality of the principles and objectives that pre- 
vailed at the creation of ECOWAS and which govern the 
cooperation among member states. They recalled, in this 
regard, that the objectives of ECOWAS are notably to 
work tireless |y to promote integrated economic, social, and 
cultural development in the subregion. They are unani- 
mous in their view that these objectives can only be 
attained in an atmosphere of peace, mutual trust, and 
respect for the sovereignty of each state, as well as the 
principles of the peaceful settlement of conflicts. In this 
regard, they reaffirmed the pledge made by the ECOWAS 
member states not to resort, in their reciprocal relations, to 
threat, the use of force, or aggression against either the 
territorial integrity or the political independence of the 
other member states, or by any other manner contrary to 
the UN Charter and the OAU Charter. 


They laid special emphasis on the commitment made by 
each member state not to commit, encourage, or support 
acts of subversion, hostility, or aggression, against the 
territorial integrity or political independence of the other 
member-states. They reiterated their common determi- 
nation to prevent acts of subversion, hostility, or aggres- 
sion committed by foreign residents from their respec- 
tive territories against the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the other member states. The four heads of 
state expressed satisfaction with the total agreement of 
their points of view on the issues they tackled and 
expressed their determination to thoroughly observe the 
nonaggression agreements that bind them, either in the 
framework of the agreements signed within ECOWAS or 
the Mano River Union, and to work for the complete 
success of the objectives of the common undertakings of 
these regional bodies, in the spirit of peace, brotherli- 
ness, and solidarity. 


During this conference convened at the joint initiative of 
their excellencies Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema, founding 
chairman of the RPT and president of the republic and 
Gen Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida, president and com- 
mander in chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces, the two 
heads of state of Liberia and Sierra Leone, their excel- 
lencies Gen Samuel Kanyon Doe, president of the 
Republic of Liberia, and Maj Gen Dr Joseph Saidu 
Momoh, president of the Republic of Sierra Leone, 
expressed their complete satisfaction at having arrived at 
reconciliation and the settlement of the problems that 
arose recently between their two countries. They there- 
fore renewed their commitment to strengthen, through 
all means, the relations of trust and brotherliness that 
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have always united their two peoples and nations. Their 
excellencies President Samuel Kanyon Doe and Presi- 
dent Joseph Saidu Momoh expressed their warm grati- 
tude for the good initiative taken by their excellencies 
President Gnassingbe Eyadema and President Ibrahim 
Gbadamasi Babangida in organizing this meeting with a 
view to their reconciliation. 


Their excellencies President Gnassingbe Eyadema and 
President Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida expressed sat- 
isfaction with the great openness and the spirit of broth- 
erliness and desire for peace manifested by the heads of 
st- of Liberia and Sierra Leone by agreeing to come to 
lk ‘n this connection. Their excellencies Presidents 
Ibi. 1 Gbadamasi Babangida of Nigeria, Samuel Kan- 
yon Doe of Liberia, and Joseph Saidu Momoh of Sierra 
Leone, expressed to their brother and friend, his excel- 
lency Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema, founding chairman of 
RPT and president of the republic, to his government, 
and to the Togolese people, their sincere thanks for the 
very warm and authentically African welcome given to 
them and their delegations during their stay in Togo. 


Issued in Lome on 16 September 1988. 
Signed: 


For the Federal Republic of Nigeria by his excellency 
Gen Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida, president, com- 
mander in chief of the Nigerian Armed Forces; 


For the Republic of Liberia by his excellency Gen 
Samuel Kanyon Doe, president of the republic: 


For the Republic of Sierra Leone by his excellency Mai 
Gen Joseph Saidu Momoh, president of the republic; 


For the Republic of Togo by his excellency Gen Gnas- 
singbe Eyadema, RPT founding chairman, president of 
the republic. 


I thank you. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Doe, Momoh ‘Reconciliation’ Noted 
AB1709170588 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 17 Sep 88 


[Text] Presidents Samuel Doe of Liberia and Joseph 
Momoh of Sierra Leone left Lome this morning after a 
consultative meeting which brought them together in the 
presence of Presidents Babangida of Nigeria and Eya- 
dema of Togo. The Liberian and Sierra Leonean heads of 
State are now returning home after sealing their recon- 
ciliation in Lome at the initiative of General Gnassingbe 
Eyadema, founding chairman of the RPT and president 
of the republic, and President [brahim Babangida, the 
Nigerian head of state. Donkot Balegun reports on the 
various steps that marked the departure ceremony this 
morning: 


{Balegun] The Liberian and Sierra Leonean heads of 
state left Lome this morning around 1000. When they 
arrived at the Lome Tokoin International Airport, 
accompanied by President Eyadema, they stopped for a 
little while at the airport VIP lounge before going to the 
tarmac for the departure ceremony :n their honor. The 
national anthems of Liberia, Sierra Leone. and Togo 
were played by the Togolese Armed Forces Band; a 
detachment of the Togolese Armed Forces guard of 
honor was reviewed; senior officials of the Togolese 
Army were greeted; and members of official organiza- 
tions were presented to the leaders. 


It was the Liberian president, Commander in Chief 
Samuel Kanyon Doe, who left first, a departure which 
left in its wake a new impetus to the reconciliation which 
was sealed yesterday in Lome. At the base of the ramp of 
the Liberian presidential plane. Presidents Samuel Doe 
and Joseph Momoh embraced each other again. This was 
a gesture that demonstrated that nothing is stronger than 
the will of men, and nothing is more beautiful than 
regained friendship. The embrace between Presidents 
Samuel Doe and Joseph Momoh came after the Liberian 
president and President Eyadema embraced cach other. 


President Samuel Doe's plane left the Lome Tokorn 
International Airport about 1005, followed a few 
moments later by the plane of President Joseph Momoh 
of Sierra Leone. There was also a warm embrace between 
the Liberian and Togolese presidents just before the 
departure of President Momoh. All this took place amid 
dancing and revolutionary singing by militants and party 
activists of the Lome and Gulf districts. 
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Chad 


Information Minister Holds News Conference 
AB1109190488 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
0530 GMT 11 Sep 88 


[News conference with Adoum Moussa Seif, information 
and civic orientation minister, with unidentified report- 
ers in Ndjamena on | 1 September—recorded] 


[Text] [Anrouncer] Information and Civic Orientation 
Minister Adoum Moussa Seif yesterday afternoon held a 
major news conference in Ndjamena. Local journalists 
and foreign media correspondents, notably from the 
French news agency and [Libreville] Africa No |! 
attended. The latest developments in the Chad-Libya 
border dispute, including the much publicized Habre-Al- 
Qachchafi mieeting, national reconciliation with 
Acheixh ibn Oumar’s statement on his readiness to begin 
uncondii'onal negotiations with the Chadian Govern- 
ment, and ihe military situation in eastern Chad were the 
major topics discussed during this news conference. 


In a preliminary sitatemeiit, Information and Civic Ori- 
entation Minister Adoum Moussa Seif criticized the 
media’s euphoria and their concealing of the real facts of 
the conflict by focusing on minor details at the expense 
of essential facts. The minister of information and civic 
orientation firmly stated that Chad does not intend to 
jeopardize any of the political, diplomatic, territorial, 
and human aspects of the conflict. These are the condi- 
tions for a real, lasting, and final solution to the conflict. 
Adoum Moussa Seif called on the media to act more 
responsibly in the search for this solution. Let us now 
listen to Minister Adoum Moussa Seif’s statement, fol- 
lowed by a question and answer session: 


{Moussa Seif] Gentlemen of the press: 


For some time now we have noticed a certain efferves- 
cence over the Chad-Libya border dispute. A certain 
amount of media euphoria tends to conceal the real facts 
of this issue from the international, and African public, 
in particular. It is unfortunate to realize that this serious 
issue, which has been at the center of the most murder- 
ous armed conflict on the continent for the past 20 years, 
should be increasingly reporied on lightly and with a 
manifest lack of open-mindedness. The light manner in 
which this serious issue—the conflict between Chad and 
Libya—is tackled can only be attributed to an erroneous 
assessment of the real situation or a deliberate determi- 
nation to jeopardize the peace process initiated by the 
OAU and in which the Chadian Government has been 
actively, sincercly, and loyally taking part. In any case, I 
must recall the following facts: 


During the 24th OAU summit, which took place from 26 
to 28 May 1987 in Addis Ababa, African heads of state 
adopted a resolution on the issue by asking the ad hoc 
committee to continue its mission. This resolution 
siressed the need ty find a political solution under the 
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auspices of the OAU, through the establishment of a 
climate of trust, the normalization of political and dip- 
lomatic relations, and the consolidation of the cease-fire. 
It also called on Chad and Libya to continue cooperating 
closely with the ad hoc committee on settling the dispute. 
Since then, the Chadian Government, which has clearly 
made known its total readiness to implement this reso- 
lution, has been stepping up efforts and giving more 
evidence of its goodwill. The president of the republic 
has repeatedly said that Chad is ready to normalize 
relations and even cooperate with Libya. 


The Chadian people are determined io put an end to this 
dispute which has already largely undermined the 
country’s forces. Chad is striving for a peaceful solution 
acceptable by the two sides, in close cooperation with the 
OAU ad hoc committee and some presitgious African 
heads of state who are committed to seeing peace and 
stability resume in this part of the African Contineat. 
Chad does not want to jeopardize any of the pelitical, 
diplomatic, territorial, or human aspects of the dispute. 
This shows the deep concern of the Chadian Govern- 
ment and people to achieve 2 cecal, lasting, and final 
solution devoid of any musunderstandings between the 
two neighboring countnes. Chad intends to inaugurate a 
new era of cooperation, fraternal understanding, and 
mutual respect, devoid of any interference in the internal 
affairs of each neighbor, and eschew the spirit of aggres- 
sion under any form. 


It is this peace process that we have been longing for. The 
Chadian Government attaches more importance to hav- 
ing its people live in peace, and positive and concrete 
political actions than blustering, short-lived, and contra- 
dictory statements. By keeping the drive for national 
reconciliation wide open and extending a sincere hand to 
Al-Qadhdhafi for the sake of peace and human dignity, 
the Chadian Government is fully aware of its mission to 
meet the expectations of the Chadian and Libyan peo- 
ples. and the OAU. 


But what do we notice from the Libyan side? First, the 
cease-fire, which was established on |! September, has 
been repeatedly and systematically violated daily by the 
Libyan air force. Diplomatic and media campaigns have 
been initiated to highlight minor details to the detriment of 
essential facts, to deform the real facts, and mislead public 
opinion to perpetuate an unjust and inadmissible situation 
on the martyred Chadian people. All these media-backed 
statements, which have been coming one after the other, 
show a state of mind that is rather unwilling to accept the 
advent of just anc lasting peace between Chad and Libya. 
Chad once again calls on the sense of responsibility of all 
so that a true solution to this dispute can be found, with the 
respect of established international rules and in confor- 
mity with Resolution | 74 of the 24th OAU summit. Thank 
you. i am now willing to answer some of the questions you 
want lo ask me. 


[Question] Mr Minister, we read Al-Qadhdhafi's state- 
ments through the press that the Libyan Government 
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had directly contacted the Chadian Government when 
he made this statement. Had the government been 
initially informed of this statement? 


[Seif] What is the statement about? 
[Question] It is mainly about the exchange of prisoners. 


[Seif] As far as I know, the Chadian Government has 
never been contacted by Libya. I think this is an issue 
which primarily concerns Libya and the OAU. But as far 
as I know, the Chadian Government has not been 
contacted by the Libyan Government. 


[Question] Mr Minister, besides the OAU, is there a 
framework, I mean any contact between the Chadian 
and Libyan governments to reach a settlement on this 


dispute? 


[Seif] In addition to the proceedings the Chadian Gov- 
ernment has been following in order to achieve peace 
with Libya, there obviously are efforts being made by the 
OAU ad hoc committee and, as I have already said, these 
efforts have been approved and encouraged by the 
Chadian Government. But besides these, there also are 
efforts being made by some heads of state whose coun- 
tries are not members of the OAU ad hoc committee, but 
who are interested in a political and peaceful settlement 
of the issue and have been helping to achieve this goal. 
We have, on our part, been closely cooperating with and 
consulting such leaders. We have been trying to contrib- 
ute as much as possible, everything that can help achieve 
a successful solution. In our proceedings, we have not 
excluded any contacts with Libyans [words indistinct] to 
ensure the return of peace and stability between Chad 
and Libya. 


[Question] Mr Minister, other sources have reported 
direct contacts between Chadians and Libyans. Can you 
confirm that following the | September celebration in 
Libya such contacts took place? 


[Seif] I know what you are alluding to and | can tell you 
that they were not contacts between Chadians and Lib- 
yans. It is simply a Chadian trade union delegation that 
went to Libya to attend a trade union meeting at the 
invitation of the Libyan trade union. Of course we are 
fully committed to seek all means to achieve peace and 
abide by the most recent resolution adonted by the OAU 
which calls on the two countries to create a climate of 
rapprochement. The Chadian delegation therefore went 
to Libya on a strictly trade union basis to attend a 
conference at the invitation of the Libyan trade union. 
Unfortunately, and I must (stress this), some rather 
exaggerated and at times whimsical, interpretations were 
made over this trade unionists’ visit to Libya. Al-Qadhd- 
hafi himself did not fail to seize the opportunity to 
politicize the issue and also take advantage of it to make 
statements or use it to make a media event as he knows 
how to do. He thus took advantage of the presence of this 
trade union delegation in Libya to make statements for 
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which he is obviously the sole one responsible. Once 
again, I want to say that this issue concerned two trade 
union Organizations which worked in a stnctly trade 
union framework. 


[Question] But on this issue, this is the very first time 
that such a delegation left Ndjamena for Tripoli. What 
can you say about that? 


[Seif] No other interpretation, other than what I have 
just told you, can be given. | said that the Chadian 
Government is now determined to achieve peace and 
extend a hand to (?some) and use all the possible ways to 
achieve an immediate, but just and lasting peace with 
our Libyan neighbors. The OAU during its last session 
had urgently asked the two sides to make it easier for the 
ad hoc committee to carry out its tasks and also create a 
climate of trust and rapprochement. Given this context 
and our commitment to peace, we have decided that 
there was no obstacle for a delegation of the CST 
[Chadian Labor Union Confederation] to go to Libya. In 
any case, this was not the first time that the Chadian and 
Libyan trade union delegation met. They have been 
meeting through the OAU-sponsored trade union, 
OATUU [Organization of African Trade Union Unity] 
meetings. Thus in our proceedings, we have not just sent 
a trade union delegation thinking that this may also 
stabilize the peace process initiated by the OAU. 


[Question] Mr Minister, a possible meeting between 
President Hassein Habre and Al-Qadhdhafi is increas- 
ingly been reported. What do you have to say about this? 


[Seif] I think these reports are reterring to earlier reports 
that President Hissein Habre was to meet Al-Qadhdhafi 
in Tunisia. But first of all, | would like to stress that 
President Hissein Habre has always said—he has not 
only said it, he also acts it—that he has never neglected 
any Opportunity to discuss and make peace with vibya. It 
is obvious that if President Hissein Habre must meet 
Al-Qadhdhafi to sincerely discuss peace on a well-estab- 
lished timetable and agenda, if there is a genuine and 
mutual determination to discuss the return of peace to 
the region, I do not think that President Hissein Habre 
would refuse to go to such a meeting. But I reiterate that 
this issue of peace or war is a question of life and death. 
It is an important issue for which a large quantity of 
materials and a large part of our country have been 
destroyed, and a lot of blood shed. It is a territorial 
dispute and that is why we believe that this issue must be 
approached with the utmost earnestaess and guaranteed 
SO as to achieve a global and lasting peace and not just an 
artificial one which will soon be questioned due to the 
lack of any sincerity in the preparation and approach. 


[Question] Mr Minister, when you say the Chadian 
Government expects concrete action from all the parties 
involved, would you include New GUNT's leader 
Acheikh ibn Oumar in the direct negotiations with the 
Chadian Government? 
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[Seif] As far as Acheikh ibn Oumar is concerned, what | 
have said also applies to him. Although we are now used 
to his way of doing things, this is not the first time he has 
made this kind of statement. Every time he leaves 
Tripoli for a tour in Africa or France, he makes the same 
statement in favor of peace and so on. But his statement 
is valid only for the length of time he stays abroad, 
because as soon as he returns to his base in Tripoli, 
where he is living in exile, his language changes. So we 
are used to his reversal of opinion. I think as far as the 
Chadian Government is concerned, the national! recon- 
ciliation process, as I have said, remains open and al! 
Chadians still living abroad are welcome to return home 
if they so wish. The Chadian Government has repeatedly 
said that it was always prepared to (?negotiate) provided 
the negotiations are made in earnestness and sincerity, 
and the Chadian people, who are the first to be con- 
cerned, show their earnestness and determination to 
defend their interest and that of Chad. From there 
onward there is no obstacle to the return of Acheikh ibn 
Oumar or the others. But once more I need to stress that 
everything depends on the sincerity of the statements he 
and the others make. [Words indistinct] he has made us 
used to such statements. | hope, for Chad and all of us, 
that this time around, his statement was made in earnest. 


[Question] What is the situation in the eastern part of the 
country, Mr Minister? 


[Seif] The situation in the eastern part of the country, 
without [word indistinct] the diplomatic efforts being 
made, and what should be said about this is that the 
situation, obviously, is far from being clear in that 
region. The Chadian Government and the Chadian 
Army remain vigilant. But once again, the situation is 
really far from being calm. 


[Question] We have recently heard reports that 
Acheikh’s soldiers were disarmed by the Sudanese Army. 
Does the Chadian Government have any indications 
that infiltrations are being made from the Sudanese side 
of the border into Chad? 


[Serif] I must say that as far as I know, there had not been 
any new infiltrations since the last one reported to us 
[words indistinct]. I cannot answer in the place of the 
Sudanese Government itself. As far as we are concerned, 
we read and heard on the radio, like everybody else, 
about these reports, but we cannot say anything in the 
place of the Sudanese Government. [passage indistinct] 


Burundi 


Addresses Nation on Party Anniversary 
EA1709222688 Bujumbura Domestic Service in Kirundi 
1700 GMT 17 Sep 88 


[Speech by President Pierre Buyoya in Bujumbura on 17 
September on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
National Unity and Progress Party's founding—-recorded] 
[Excerpts] Today, 17 September 1988, we are celebrating 


the last 30 years since the founding of UPRONA [Naticnal 
Unity and Progress Party] and 27 years of UPRONA's 
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victory. This same party is still ruling our country. The 
celebrations in Bujumbura were honored by the presence 
of the chairman of the Military Committee for National 
Salvation, who is also the head of state, His Excellency 
Major Pierre Buyoya. He arrived at the sports stadium 
grounds at 0845 and inspected a guard of honor. [passage 
omitted] He addressed the nation at | 100. 


[Buyoya] Excellencies, members of the [Military] Com- 
mittee for National Salvation, ministers, representatives 
of countries and international organizations in Burundi, 
citizens: 


Be in peace. [applause] We are gathered here today to 
share our thoughts with all citizens who are taking part in 
the celebrations either here in the capital or in other 
regions and communes, including all those who remain 
in their homes on the occasion of the 27th anniversary of 
UPRONA’'s victory. [applause] [passage indistinct] 


Today's celebrations come at a time when Burundi is 
mourning, when Burundi has just lost citizens, some of 
whom died during the disturbances, and othcrs who ran 
away from their homes. However, we came to celebrate 
this day to show clearly that we have sworn not to get 
discouraged, despite the opposite wishes of Burundi’s 
enemies. Despite the fact that we have experienced 
problems, we have behaved like wise men and overcome 
them, and therefore we should continue our daily tasks 
(?until we have carried out) our planned programs. 


As we said earlier, the task of strengthening peace and 
unity in the country is a hard one, shared by all Burun- 
dians, especially party members. You know that when 
you entered the party you agreed to abide by its rules, 
which clearly say that a party member must promote 
peace in Burundi by uprooting divisions based on either 
tribes, regions, or families. A party member should love 
his country by avoiding disruption to the unity of 
Burundians. A party member who dares to do anything 
which can disrupt the unity of Burundians disowns the 
party because its main objective is based on unity among 
brothers. 


The party cannot become stronger if some members 
suspect others and become jealous of them to the extent 
of daring to shed blood. We therefore ask all citizens who 
have the building of the country at heart to unite and 
fight for the unity of Burundians and avoid everything 
that intends to destroy it in the villages and regions 
throughout the whole country. 


They should reject all those who promote divisions and 
dividing neighbors because they do not belong to the 
same tribe. It is not at all understandable that in the 
country where our party is well organized up to the 
village level, enemies can come and divide brothers who 
usually share the good and the bad and are followed by 
party members. 
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A true party member should be the ears and eyes of the 
party, reporting whoever is hiding within the party and, 
from that position, teaching the destruction of the unity 
of Burundians. In faci, a true party member should show 
the heart of sacrifice and show others what he has that 
differentiates him from nonparty members. 


Citizens, today’s celebrations come at a time when our 
country is at the edge of a precipice. We informed you 
about the disturbances in the north which caused panic 
throughout the country. It is true that peace was recently 
disturbed because of those who wish to see only tears and 
insecunty in our country. However, we informed you 
about [words indistinct] and presented the position of 
our regime. We publicly proclaimed that we would never 
abandon our program despite (?the opposition) of the 
disturbances’ instigators. [applause] We also explained 
how the issue of unity in Burundi could be solved in the 
interest of all Burundians, regardless of tribe, region, 
clan, or any other reason. We also told you that the 
culprits would be punished, each one for his own faults. 
We warned all those who scare others, who spread their 
writing (?with the intention of causing) fear. We will 
return to this issue because it is important. 


First, the disturbances occurred because citizens were 
misled and neglected their duties. Otherwise they could 
have strongly fought the country’s enemies using all the 
party’s strength and stopped them before they carried 
out their evil work. Second, fear spread throughout the 
country to the extent that people ran away from a danger 
that did not exist. This, abetted by the spirit of revenge 
displayed by some people, was sufficient proof that party 
members no longer trust each other. Party members 
should not behave in this way. The party should reject 
this spirit so that citizens are calm, trust each other, and 
support the governnieni and the party. Third, we are 
once again talking about the recent disturbances so that 
we can explain, in detail, our position on issues many of 
us are questioning. 


Citizens, the bad time our country recently underwent 
was caused by people who believe that our country could 
experience peace and development if one tnbe wiped out 
the other. As we said earlier. this is what we rejected 
when we set up the third regime. We agreed to protect 
every Burundian, regardless of his tribe, because every 
Burundian is the child of the country. You should know 
that spears and machetes can only bring fights, tears, and 


worries among the people. 


There is another point we would like to answer. Some 
people say that the state failed in its duty because it did 
not arrest and jail people. We publicly resolved never to 
prosecute people because of their suspicion or their tribe 
because the state is the parent of all Burundians. 
[applause] It should protect everyone regardless of their 
tribe. It should punish culprits in accordance with exist- 
ing laws. We therefore agree not to be influenced by the 
ideas of revenge, which cause more disunity among 
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people. We agreed. with the help of all citizens, to study 
in detail the problem of unity in the country so that we 
can realize a lasting solution acceptable to everyone 


We reported on recent events in the country to refute 
rumors spread by enemies within the country that there 
are lists of people who will be arrested. Some even used 
these rumors to scare others. We told the nation that the 
instigators of the disturbances would be punished. But 
we also publicly said that we would do it in accordance 
with the country’s laws, which in their turn specify how 
a person can be arrested, interrogated, jailed, and taken 
to court. We said that and we stand by ut. Those who 
spread rumors are those who wish to destabilize our 
regime by causing fear among people. We also warn all 
those pointing their fingers at others saying that the 
government has refused to jail them. 


We appointed people to investigate the cases of those 
accused of causing fear among the people. They work in 
accordance with the laws because we do not want to be 
unfair to anyone. It is therefore surprising to hear of 
people who do not know how those people work. They go 
around saying that so and so was among those who 
caused the disturbances. This behavior ts contrary to 
that which a party member should engage in. Whoever 
has something to say should tell it to the relevant 
authorities. If it 1s understandable, they will not hesitate 
to accept it. Others only have to hear about a security 
officer calling on a person before jumping over the roof 
[as heard] to say that so and so has been arrested and he 
no longer exists. 


We agreed to respect the laws of the land and we reiterate 
this position before Burundians and the world. Whoever 
will be arrested will be taken io court so that he can 
defend himself. If he is found guilty he will be punished 
and if he is found not guilty he will be released. There- 
fore, there is no reason for people to spread false infor- 
mation inside or outside the coustry. 


We once again ask all people to support our path of 
respecting the country’s laws, especially at this time. 


You saw those who committed offenses and tned to 
cheat arguing that they were wanted because of their 
tribe or other things. [applause] We request all party 
members, instead. to make efforts to fight against 
thieves, criminals, those who appropriate government 
property, and other evildoers who hide behind divisions 
[as heard] to avoid being punished by the law. [applause] 


Citizens, it 1s true that people died in the communes 
affected by the disturbances. Many families are unac- 
counted for. Others left their homes and their property 
disappeared. But now peace has returned. The govern- 
ment, in conjunction with all citizens and even friendly 
countries, 1s trying to help the victims of the distur- 
hances so that they are able to live where they received 
shelter and are also able to return to their homes. 
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We take this opportunity to thank all those who sent us 
messages of support at this time and all those who made 
efforts to send aid to help those who lost members of 
their families and their property. 


These are friendly coununes, organizations which cater 
to helping disaster victims, party bodies, religious orga- 
nizations, local companies, citizens and foreigners living 
in Burundi. As citizens in all regions of Burundi: brought 
whatever they had to help their brothers, we would like 
10 request you to show this spirit again by supporting our 
program of strengthening unity and peace. 


As we have said on many occasions, this country belongs 
to all Burundians from all tribes, all religions, and all 
regions. All Burundians must coexist in peace. After all, 
you like a neighbor because of what he does for you not 
for the common belonging [Burundian proverb]. We 
therefore should avoid the spirit of revenge, jealousy, 
and [word indistinct]. 


There is a saying: He who does not forget does not 
coexist. The Burundi that was left to us by our forefa- 
thers was inhabited by Burundians of all tribes. For our 
part we should preserve this country and leave it undi- 
vided for our grandchildren. We are responsible to our 
offspring. 

Most Burundians from all tribes are now tired with the 
endless wars that always take the lives of their sons. It is 
true that our country has problems. Some of them are 
more important than others. Most people have shown an 
interest in seeing that problems facing our country are 
solved through discussion and order. After all, since time 
immemoria], all Burundians have always respected oth- 
ers lives. They have always respected the laws and other 
people. They have always avoided shedding the blood of 
their brovhers. 


Therefore, we ask all citizens, especially those who are 
entrusted with the work of leading others, to set a good 
example and convince others to fully support our pro- 
gram of strengthening unity and peace in the country. 
[passage Omitted] 


National Unity 
AB1709185888 Dakar PANA in French 1810 GMT 


17 Sep 88 


[Text] Bujumbura, 17 Sep (ABP-BUR/PANA}—The 
“complex” issue of Burundian national unity will be 
analyzed in all its dimensions in order to find a “‘satis- 
factory and lasting” solution to it, President Pierre 
Buyoya of Burundi stated today in Bujumbura. 


It will be recalled that Burundi experienced violent 
intertribal clashes last month in the north of the country 
between the two main ethnic groups, the Hutus and the 
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Tutsis. These clashes left thousands dead, and some 
35,000 Burundians, mostly from the Hutu ethnic group. 
according to various sources, are currently taking refuge 
in Rwanda. 


Addressing a large crowd at the Bujumbura Sports Sta- 
dium on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the 
National Unity and Progress Party (UPRONA, the only 
party ruling the country). Major Pierre Buyoya criticized 
those who blamed the government for refusing to carry 
out “blind repression™ (during these clashes). This coun- 
try belongs to “all Burundians from all ethnic groups. 
clans, and from all the regions,” he stressed, pointing out 
that “the greatest treasure that we can leave for our 
children 1s solely peace and unity.” 


Sull on the bloody unrest in his country, the Burundian 
head of state said Burund: had nearly “fallen into an 
abyss.” In this regard, he exhorted the militants of his 
party to be more vigilant because, he sand, they could have 
prevented “the anti-national elements” from commiting 
crimes if the militants had not been weak. The Burundian 
head of state call on “all those who have any responsibility 
at the state level to be the first to become involved in the 
fight we have started to give the party its supremacy.” In 
this regard, Major Buyoya announced the creation of a 
party institute to be known as “Rwagasore Institute’, as a 
tribute io the founder of UPRONA, who was assassinated 
on 13 October 1961. a few days after his victory in the 18 
September general election of the same year. The aim of 
this institute, he explained, wil be to organize leadership 
courses for militants of the party whose duty will be to 
train the others. 


Equatorial Guinea 
Attempted Assassination of President Foiled 


2 Handed Death Sentences 
LD1809115688 Madrid Domestic Se:vice in Spanish 
1100 GMT 18 Sep 88 


[Text] Eloy Elo, Equatorial Guinean minister for rela- 
tions between Parliament and the Presidency, said in 
exclusive statements to Madrid radio that he 1s not aware 
that two people have been executed in his country, and at 
the same time he reported an aitempt to assassinate the 
country’s president. 


[Begin recording} [Eloj What I can say 1s that in Guinea, 
im my country, there has recently been an attempt to 
assassinate the president of the republic. The attempt 
failed. A court was convened. What I also know 1s that 
among the sentences handed down, there are two death 
sentences. That is true. What | cannot state, what | 
cannot confirm, is that the sentences have been carned 
out. [end recording] 


Eloy Elo also told this radio station that he 1s prepared to 
meet with any Guinean resident in Spain and rejects the 
fact that they call themselves the opposition. Let us recall 
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that in statements to Madrid radio, the president of the 
Guinean Progress Party, Severo Moto, confirmed that 
two members of the Guinean opposition were executed 
following a summary court martial. Moto said that the 
Situation in his country is very serious, while the Gui- 
nean minister [Eloy Elo] said that the situation in the 
former Spanish colony is completely normal. 


Convicted Assassins Named 
AB1809171588 Paris AFP in English 1745 GMT 
18 Sep 88 


[Text] Madnd, Sept 18 (AFP}—Two people have been 
sentenced to death in Equatorial Guinea for trying to 
assassinate President Teodoro Obiang Nguema, a senior 
government official from the West Afncan state said 
here Sunday. 


The statement followed a claim in Madrid by an exiled 
opponent of the Equatorial Guinean regime that two 
officers had been executed on Friday after a summary 
trial on charges of endangering state security. 


The Equa-Guinean minister for relations between the 
presidency ane »arliament, Eloy Elo, said in a radio 
interview that he did not know whether the sentence had 
been carned out. 


Mr. Elo is here for a meeting of the European Economic 
Community and Africa, Caribbean and Pacific Group 
Partner States. 


Earlier, exiled opposition sources named the condemned 
men as Sergeant Joaquin Elema and Sub-Lieutenant 
Francisco Bonifacio Mba Nguema. 


They said opposition Progress Party Secretary Jose Luis 
Jones was among several other defendents jailed after 
the trial. Others were Jose Esono, Julian Nguema, Pedro 
Baca and Jesus Ntutumu. The last two were aged only 16 
and !2 years respectively, the sources said. 


Progress Party leader Severo Moto, who lives in Madnd, 
told the newspaper EL PAIS that President Obiang 
Nguema was trying to stifle critics of foreign waste 
dumping in the country. 


Mr Moto spoke of Equatorial Guinean plans “to accept 
highly toxic and radioactive waste for Obiang’s personal 
profit.” 
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He said Col. Obiang had made a ten-year agreement with 
the U.S. firm Axim Consortium Corp. to dispose of 
720,000 tones of toxic waste annually. 


Party Leader Speculates on ‘Executions’ 
LD1809100088 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0700 GMT 18 Sep 88 


[Text] We now turn to Equatorial Guinea, the former 
Spanish colony, where several members of the opposi- 
tion, belonging to the Progress Party, have been sen- 
tenced and two of them could actually have been exe- 
cuted, following their sentencing to death. Jose Luis 
Perez Manzano interviews Severo Moto, leader of the 


opposition: 
[Begin recording} [Perez Manzano] Severo Moto, presi- 
dent of the Guinean Progress Party, what do you think of 


the reports appearing in some newspapers today on the 
executions carned out in Guinea? 


[Moto] Well, in principle the reports and the reality are 
extremely serious. The situation in Equatorial Guinea 's 
very mous at the moment. But this has culminated in 
the executions that have been carned out recently in the 
country. 


[Perez Manzano] That is to say that the executions have 
been carned out? 


[Moto] Yes. Well, this is the norm in all court martials 
under President Obiang. The duration of the court 
martials is extremely short. The execution of the accused 
is practically automatic and no time is given to allow for 
the submission of appeals or for representations to be 
made by international agencies. 


[Perez Manzano] In your opinion, what has caused this 
hardening of attitudes by the Obiang Nguema regime? 


[Moto] Well, according to the EFE agency, the court 
martial was against the Progress Party, members of the 
leadership, and party sympathizers. We think this has 
been President Obiang’s uncontrolled response to a very 
peaceful proposal to lead the country to a peaceful 
transition through dialogue with the opposition. This 
request was made during our recent visit to Equatonal 
Guinea to request the legalization of political parties. On 
my return from Equatorial Guinea, the response that 
President Obiang has considered to be appropriate ts to 
teach me a lesson, not only intimidating and fnghtening 
the population but also creating a terrible situation by 
executing people. [end recording] 
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‘Fierce’ Fighting May ‘Effect’ Talks 
MBi609!94088 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] [Reporter Manetia Kruger] Fierce fighting 1s 

eported today between Angolan Government forces and 
UNITA troops near two strategic towns along the 
Benguela railway line in central Angola. The railway line 
links the Angolan port of Lobito with Zambia, but rai! 
traffic has been nonexistent for several years due to 
UNITA military actrvities. News agencies monitored in 
Lisbon report the Angola:. Government is clasming its 
forces have recaptured the rail town of Cangumbe after 5 
years. The reports say UNITA troops are cornered, with 
little food and and ammunition in their possession. 
However, a UNITA spokesperson says that, while there 
are government troops in the area, UNITA still controls 
the town. The spokesperson also says the installations 
around the town of Munhango, 75 km east of Cangumbe. 
have been evacuated because of a buildup of government 


troops. 


I have our politicui editor, Andre Le Roux in the studio. 
Good evening, Andre. How is one supposed to take these 
reports? On the one hand, we have peace negotiations, 
and, on the other, we have this fierce fighting inside 


Angola. 


[Le roux] Well, the fighting along the Benguela railway 
line iS currently causing serrous concern. Although 
reports are not very clear, it is believed the Cubans are 
there with government forces oreparing for an onslaught 
or Jonas Savimbi's UNITA. Just to the south of the 
present fighting, we have Cuito Cuanavale, which is 
where the SADF was based and from where they pulled 
out, right across the southwest African border. This left 
Dr Savimbi, particulariv his bases at Mavinga and 
Jamba, very vulnerable in southeastern Angola. 


The present fighting has the potential to build up very 
serious tension in the area, which contravenes the spirit 
of the agreements reached, the principles, rather, in New 
York and Geneva. The principles agreed on state that the 
Cubans undertook not to launch attacks on the terntory 
east of 17 degrees longitude, and south of latitude 15, 
once the SADF had withdrawn. The position now is 
serious and could have a direct effect on the next round 
of negotiations. 


[Kruger] In this kind of situation, what are the chances 
for achieving the target date for implementing resolution 
435, that is, | November? 


[Le Roux] Everything seems to indicate that it 1s impos- 
sible for several reasons. Back in 1978, when UNTAG 
[United Nations Transitional Assistance Group] was to 
come to this part for the first time, it took several months 
just to work out the logistics for implementing 435. In 
other words, 7,500 UN troops would be needed. There 
also is a great difference between the RSA view on the 
calendar for Cuban withdrawal from Angola and that of 
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the Cubans. South Africa’s position links 7 months from 
implementation to the elections. Pretorma indicated they 
were prepared to link the total withdrawal of the Cubans 
to Namibian independence after the elections. 


The Cubans, on the other hand, wani 48 months or 4 
years for withdrawal. Then they came up with what they 
believed was 2 concession. They would pull out | 000 
troops per month. With the present estimate of about 
50,000 Cubans in Angola, that would take more than 4 
years. Then they offered 36 months. But one must 
remember that the 7-month penod menticred 1s not all. 
South Africa must cut their forces to 1,500, confined to 
twe bases in Nam:m2, within 3 months, while the 
Cubans expect still to have their 50,000-odd troops in 
position. With the run up to elections, there 1s the 
possibility of voter intumidation, especially in Ovambo, 
where the population 1s densest. A question mark hangs 
over the negotiations and elections. 


[Kruger] Are the negotiations given any backing on the 
Cuban withdrawal? 


[Le Roux] Africa ts waiting with bated breath for a 
settlement in southwestern Africa That is in the interests 
of everyone. There are indication: that African states— 
my information is that 2! of the core members of the 
OAU—are insisting to both the Angolans and the 
Cubans that a withdrawal must take place. Then, too. 
there is systematic pressure on Angola to reach an 
agreement with UNITA one way or another. ‘/NITA 
canpot be defeated militarily. All that remains must be a 
settlement. Currently indications are that, with the fight- 
ing along the Benguela railway line, the Cubans still 
believe a military victory over UNITA 1s possible. 


[Kruger] You have considerable background informa. 
tion and insight on the issue, Andre. You also attended 
many of the talks. What is your own view? Is peace 
possible on this part of the continent” 


[Le Roux] We seem to have a stalemate. If president dos 
Santos and Savimbi cannot reach out io each other, then 
we face a potentially protracted conflict. That's where 
the key lies, in a settlement between those two groups, 
with or without Dr Savimbi on the one hand, with or 
without President dos Santos, on the other. 


{Kruger} Are peace talks still of any use? 


[Le Roux] Is there any sense in escalating military 
conflict? The view of the South Afncan Government 1s, 
as Minister Pik Botha said, that negotiations must con- 
tinue to the very end. Peace must be achieved, and the 
only way to end tension is to negotiate. The conse- 
quences of the other path are too ghastly to accept. 
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Cuban ‘Plan for Angol~’ Threatens Peace Talks 


MB1709152088 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 Sep 88 pp 1, 2 


[By politcal correspondent David Braun] 


[Text] War clouds are gathering again over Angola and 
Namibia as Cuba's intentions in the region senously 
concern South Afmca and several African nations. 


Cuba’s aggressive posture and a threatened major 
onslaught on UNITA’s Jamba headquarters in a part of 
Angola supposed to be a no-go area for Cubans could 
suck South Africa back into the country’s civil war. 


This is according to highly placed diplomatic sources 
who spoke to the Saturday STAR last night. 


They warned that Cuba's Central Committee member in 
charge of foreign affairs, Mr Jorge Risquet, had blatantly 
intimated to President Mobuto Seseseko of Zaire that 
Cuba’s plan for Angola was to drive the South Afncans 
Out, seal off the border with Namibia and wipe out 
UNITA. 


The current negotiations between Cuba/Angola and 
South Afnca could therefore be merely a mechanism to 
buy time and eliminate South Afincar ve for 
UNITA, diplomats fear. 


Mr Risquet ts also said to have told ter Mobuto 
that unless his country refrained from a; 4g UNITA 
the Cuban armed forces in Angola would also invade 
Zaire, thus spreading the conflict in the region. 


The conversation with the Zainan president as well as 
Statements frori the Cubans and intelligence on the 
ground has further indicated that the Angolan Govern- 
ment forces are preparing for a major offensive against 
UNITA with the full backing of Cuban manpower and 
sophisticated equipment. 


According 19 diplomatic sources, this would be in blatant 
violation of the Geneva protocol which was agreed to by 
South Africa, Cuba and Angola ir July. 


Article 6 of the Geneva protocol, which until now has 
been strictly confidential, stipulates that Cuban troops 
will not take part in offensive operations in the terntor 
that lies east of Meridian |7 and south of parallel 15 
degrees, 30 minuics, provided they are not subject to 
harassment. 


However, according to sources, Cuba is currently 
engaged in major battles with UNITA forces in the 
region of the Benguela railway line. 


There is every indication, according to military sources, 
that these battles are in preparation for a mayor offensive 
from Cuito Cuanavale on Mavinga and eventually on 
Jamba, UNITA’s headquarters. 
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This would be in clear violation of the Geneva protocol 
and it could scuttle the entire peace negotiations in the 


region. 


The next round of talks between South Afmca and 
Cuba/ Angola 1s supposed to take place in Brazzaville in 
the last week of this month 


One semor diplomatic source said last night: “Unless 
this offensive 1s stopped, the entire region could be 
pulled into a new war which would have incalculable 
consequences for the whole of southern Afnca.” 


Meanwhile, it ts understood, | i Afmcan leaders who met 
in Brazzaville three weeks ago to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the Congo revolution, took a dim view of 
Cuba's continued adventures in Africa. 


The leaders apparently told the Angolan president 
Eduardo dos Santos that, now that the South Afncans 
were out of Angola. there must be dialogue wth UNITA 
if there was to be peace and stability in the zegion. 


Diplomats say an Afmcan im.sative such as this could 
play a decisive role in bringing peace to south-western 
Afnca. 


The next round of talks in Brazzavi!'e will probably get 
off to a shaky start in view of the latest developments. 


According to South African sources, there 1s room for 
flexibility on the tncky question of a timetable for the 
withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola. 


Until now, South Afinca has insisted a"! Cubans must be 
out of Angola by the time the elections for the mdepen- 
dence of Namibia are held. 


That would imply that the $0,000 Cubans in Ango‘a 
would have to leave by June | next year, assuming the 
start date for United Nations Security Council Resolu- 
tion 445, which provides for Namibia's independence. 
remains as November | this year. 


South Africa is now prepaied to allow the Cubans to 
withdraw over a period of one year from the start date of 
435. provided that a substantial number, at least 10,000, 
are out by the date of the elections. 


One semor South Afmcan source last might said South 
Afmca had made all the concessions so far in this regard 
and it was now time for the other side to do the same. 


South Africa 1s also understood to be preparing to offer 
a compromise that, if Cuba really needs 36 months to 
remove iis troops from Angola, it can delay the indepen- 
dence of Namibia for the same period. 


In other words, Namibia can become independent the 
day the last Cuban has gone home. 


ee ee ee 
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Pik Botha Confirms Perez de Cuellar Visit 
MB1709043088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2153 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Sept 16, SAaPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr R.F. Botha, tonight confirmed upon enquiry 
that the United Nations secretary-general, Dr Javier 
Perez de Cuellar will be visiting South Africa next week. 


Pik Botha, Botswana’s Chiepe Discuss Security 
MB1609121988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1218 GMT 16 Sep 8&8 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 16 SAPA—Security issues were the 
main topic during talks today between South African 
Foreign Affairs Minister Mr Pik Botha and his counter- 
part from Botswana, Dr G.K.T. Chiepe in Pretoria. 


At a press conference the Botswana foreign affairs min- 
ister acknowledged that members of the African 
National Congress were using her country as a route to 
infiltrate South Africa. She said that the ANC issue had 
been discussed at the talks and it had been agreed “to see 
what can be done” about the situation. 


In answer to a question Dr Chiepe disputed that Bots- 
wana had become the main route for ANC infiltration 
into South Africa. 


Mr Botha said the talks were on the relationship between 
the two countries and covered “in particular security 
matters as well as economic cooperation.” 


The two foreign affairs ministers made proposals con- 
cerning differences between the two countries but agreed 
not to divulge the proposais at this stage, Mr Botha said. 


He said he informed Dr Chiepe of the latest develop- 
ments in the Angola peace talks, the meeting between the 
State president Mr P.W. Botha and the president of 
Mozambique, Mr Joaquim Chissano, details of the 
Maseru bus hijack drama, and the economic and security 
situation in South Africa. 


“We both agreed that our differences can be settled 
through dialogue,” said Mr Botha. 


Dr Chiepe said they had entered into peaceful discussion 
to resolve conflict. It was time, she said, to resolve 
differences relating to security matters so that the two 
countries could discuss matters of mutual interest. 


Mr Botha said the talks would proceed over lunch. 


UDF Leader Visits U.S. Consulate Detainees 
MB1609140788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1359 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 16 SAPA—Co-president of the 
UDF, Mrs Albertina Sisulu, who is restricted and may 
not be quoted or in the company cf more than 10 people 
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at once, visited the three detainees taking refuge in the 
U.S. Consulate for about two hours today, the spokes- 
man for their support group, Mr Saki Macozoma, said 
today. 


Veteran of the British Consulate sit-in, Archie Gumede, 
was scheduled to visit the three—Murphy Morobe, Vusi 
Khanyile and Mohammed Valli Moosa—today, but 
“missed his plane” form Durban. 


It was not know if he would be coming to Johannesburg 
tomorrow. 


Chikane, Boesak Meet Press 
MB1609133888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1336 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 16 SAPA—The South African 
Government was not to be trusted and the three men 
taking refuge in the U.S. Consulate had every reason for 
being deeply suspicious of the government’s offer of 
freedom from re-arrest, the president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, Dr Allan Boesak, said at 
a press conference today. 


The press conference was held after Dr Boesak had spent 
two hours talking to the men—Murphy Morobe, Vusi 
Khanyile and Mohammed Valli Moosa—who took ref- 
uge on the I Ith floor of the Kine Centre, where the 
consulate has offices, on Tuesday. 


UDF Co-President Albertina Sisulu, who could not 
attend the press conference because the restriction order 
placed on her prevented her from being in the company 
of more than ten people at once, highlighted the issue of 
the total absence of freedom to which the three men were 
trying to draw attention. 


This was clear especially in the light of the banning order 
served on Aubrey Moekwena and the detention of Rev 
Charles Martin in Cape Town yesterday, Dr Boesak said. 


“It is clear the men are right to have no faith in the 
personal assurances of minister of law and order, Mr 
Adriaan Vlok, as he is not willing to write in a letter the 
offer, made via the press, that the three men will not be 
re-arrested if they leave the consulate. 


“The state of emergency overides any personal assurance 
made by the minister.” 


The fugitives would take as an indication of the govern- 
ment’s good faith, the release of the detainees who had 
been imprisoned by the government for the same reasons. 


As the government had said their release was being 
considered at the time they took refuge in the U.S. 
Consulate, there were surely other detainees who were 
being considered for the same reasons, as it was too 
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much coincidence “even for the South African Govern- 
ment” to say that the three men were the only detainees 
under consideration at exactly the same time as they 
escaped from detention. 


Dr Boesak said it was hoped that the U.S. Government 
would take this opportunity to put pressure on the South 
African Government, and show that it meant what it 
said when it opposed the state of emergency and deten- 
tion without trial. 


Secretary-general of the South African Council of 
Churches, Frank Chikane, said the issue was broader 
than a matter of the three men walking out of the 
consulate. The issue was what kind of freedom existed 
outside of the consulate. 


“They want to be able to leave as free human beings, 
without any threat to their lives and to practice their 
politics like human beings without harrassment.” 


Explosion Hits Near Johannesburg; No Casualties 
MB1909044488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0444 GMT 19 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Sept 19, SAPA—An explosion 
rocked Benoni, east of Johannesburg, early this morning, 
police said. 


Police Spokesman Capt C.J. Marais, told SAPA the blast 
occurred at 3.26 am in the basement of a block of flats. 
A number of cars were damaged, including one which 
was totally destroyed, he added. 


In its 6 am news broadcast, SABC-TV reported that 30 
vehicles had been damaged. 


No casualties had been reported and police were inves- 
ligating. 


The nature of the explosion had not yet been deter- 
mined, Capt Marais said. 
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Limpet Mines Cause of Blast 
MB1909064888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0635 GMT 19 Sep 88 


'Text}) Johannesburg, Sept 19, SAPA—An explosion 
which rocked the basement of a block of flats in Benon: 
early this morning destroyed five cars and damaged 
another 27, police liaison officer for the East Rand, Lt 
Willie Meyer, told SAPA today. 


Nobody was injured in the blast, but five people were 
treated for shock on site. Windows were shattered and a 
sewerage pipe burst when the blast shook the building— 
opposite the Benoni Fire Station at 3.26 am. 


Police are investigating the cause of the blast. 


A police spokesman said indications were that the blast 
was caused by limpet mines packed into a car. However, 
police had not yet established how many mines were in 
the car. 


A spokesman for the Police Public Relations Division in 
Pretoria confirmed that at least one limpet mine was 
used in the explosion. 


The explosives were packed into a Cortina in the under- 
ground parking area of the Atholbrook Flats on the 
corner of Kimbolton and Harpur Streets in Benoni, 
police said. 


The blast in Benoni was the second bomb incident to 
occur on the East Rand at the weekend. Early on 
Saturday afternoon at a Checkers store in the Brakpan 
CBD, [expansion unknown] a dummy bomb was uncov- 
ered lying on the shelves. 


An eyewitness to the incident was a Benoni Methodist 
Minister the Rev Colin Andrews. He said he first notices 
something wrong when the public address inside the 
store asked everyone to vacate the premises immedi- 
ately. He said a few minutes later, someone said there 
was a bomb in the store and people rushed to get out. 


This incident was confirmed by Lieutenant Willie Meyer. 
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Angola 


UNITA Mobilizes To Fight ‘Massive’ Offensive 
MB1809052188 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 18 Sep 88 


[Text] The UNITA movement in Angola says it has 
mobilized one-third of its troop strength to repel what it 
has described as a massive Soviet-backed MPLA govern- 
ment offensive. A UNITA statement in Lisbon said the 
assault was clearly aimed at destroying the movement 
while international peace talks were continuing. UNITA 
said that, with its offensive, Angola’s Marxist govern- 
ment had once more opted for a military solution to try 
to end the civil war. UNITA said it had written to the 
United States, South Africa, and other African govern- 
ments warning them that the attacks could have grave 
consequences for peace prospects in southern Africa. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Holds Talks With Pope John Paul II 
MB1709054488 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 17 Sep 88 


[Text] At a meeting with Pope John Paul II in Maputo 
yesterday, President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique 
said we are hopeful that the appeal for peace carried by 
the pontiff (?would deeply impress) those who promote 
war, practice terrorism, and destroy the lives and prop- 
erty of the Mozambican people. 


According to Joaquim Chissano, Mozambique is still 
willing to welcome and assist these people to regain their 
dignity as free and socially useful men and women. 
President Chissano stressed that the weapons we still 
must carry are designed only to defend the fatherland’s 
freedom and national independence. 


Turning to the situation in southern Africa, President 
Chissano said this is a region experiencing two contra- 
dictory processes. One 15 a conflict rooted in the colonial 
past, in continued ambitions to dominate, and in apart- 
heid’s survival. The other is solidarity among peoples 
and states which have joined hands to promote their 
socioeconomic development. 


In President Chissano’s view, our region is experiencing 
a period characterized by the emergence of encouraging 
signs, and prospects leading to the promotion of peace in 
southern Africa. He said, however, the fulfillment of 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 13 


those goals is not possible unless there are profound 
changes. He mentioned the independence of Namibia 
and elimination of apartheid in South Africa. 


In turn, Pope John Paul II said he was aware of the 
continuing war in Mozambique and all its consequences: 
suffering, grief, and desolation. He stressed that many 
men, women, and children are suffering because they do 
not have shelter, enough food, schools, hospitals, and 
churches. The Pope expressed his pleasure for the cur- 
rent dialogue between the Mozambican authorities and 
Catholic Church officials, which have been widening and 
deepening. 


Renamo Communique Claims Zambezia Overtaken 
LD1709192888 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 1825 GMT 17 Sep 88 


[Text] A Renamo representative announced in Lisbon 
today that ihe Mozambique central province of Zambe- 
zia, with the exception of the capital, Quelimane, is 
under Renamo’s control. 


The communique, signed by the Renamo delegate in 
Portugal, Manuel Saque, denies the Mozambican authori- 
ties’ claim that Renamo regional military leader Calisto 
Meque had been killed in fighting in Zambezia. According 
to the Renamo communique, Meque is alive, and com- 
manding the Renamo troops in Zambezia Province. 


The communique contains no reference to his Holiness 
the Pope’s visit to Mozambique. 


Swaziland 


Pope Juin Paul II Arrives, To Meet King 
MB1609161588 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Pope John Paul II has arrived at Swaziland’s 
Matsapa Airport on the second to last leg of his African 
tour. Pope John Paul will be in Swaziland for about 8 
hours and is expected to meet King Mswati III, and visit 
at the Roman Catholic Cathedral in Manzini. The pon- 
tiff arrived from Maseru where his 2-day visit was 
marred by the hijacking of a busload of pilgrims, result- 
ing in the death of all four hijackers and two passengers. 
Speaking after the hijacking, Pope John Paul criticized 
militants who believe violence could solve southern 
Africa’s conflicts. He called for the renunciation of all 
forms of violence and hatred. Pope John Paul said 
violence only created more violence, and this made 
communication and reconciliation impossible. 
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